Failure to demonstrate circulating endotoxin in malaria (38572).
The possibility that endotoxin or an endotoxin-like substance plays a role in malaria has been suggested by the clinical similarity between human malaria and the febrile reaction to endotoxins, as well as the occurrence of endotoxin tolerance in humans infected with malaria. However, endotoxin or endotoxin-like activity was not demonstrable, using the Limulus test, in the plasma of humans or monkeys infected with plasmodia. The data indicate that the febrile paroxysm of malarial infection is not associated with detectable levels of endotoxin in the blood.